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Technology Transfer, Innovation and Entrepreneurship or How You Can 
Make a Difference 

 
Can Ukraine compete in global knowledge based economy race? 
European Regions of knowledge based economy 
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Ukraine needs to be on such a Map of High-Tech Countries. Not being on the map 
is no longer a question for you. It’s an imperative. The longer you wait the more 
difficult it becomes.  

But the question is… 
I talk about importance of knowledge based economy and transfer of 

technology for Ukraine, and you say that Ukraine needs to be on such a Map, 
but the reality is different… and this is strange… 

Ukraine’s Ranking Compared with 181 Global Economies: 
 

 
 
Ranking of Ukraine in Starting a Business – Compared to good practice and 

global economies: 
 

 



For Ukrainians, especially for scientists and politicians, the evaluation what 
they do is important. Because the reality is that you do nothing in transfer issues 
and do not join to world knowledge based economies. You do not create high 
technology sites in Ukraine; do not improve policy and legislation.  

Let us see what you can do… 
Can Ukraine compete? You bet you can. Who can do it? You can make it 

happen. 
The most Ukrainian technological cities – innovation centers — are Kyiv, 

Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk. 
Who started Silicon Valley? Bill Hewlett and David Packard started 

Hewlett-Packard in their garage in 1939. Pursued a dream to own their own 
company, ended up blazing the electronic revolution, unwavering desire to develop 
innovative and great products. Stanford University students and professors 
expanded it. Today Silicon Valley is the greatest model for entrepreneurship. 

What about Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv and other Ukrainian cities?  
What about You? Can you have a Ukrainian Silicon Valley in Kharkiv or Kyiv or 
Dnipropetrovsk? Yes! You can! You can start it! I believe you can!! 

Promote Yourself. No one will do it for you! 
Why am I telling you this? Because Entrepreneurship and Technology 

Transfer creates High-Tech jobs in Ukraine. Ukraine needs High-Tech Jobs. 
Today! 

Ukraine’s intellectual power is an infinite natural resource for your future! 
Why Tech Transfer Is Important for Ukraine. Through Patenting & 

Licensing you get. New Start-Up companies to create high-tech jobs. Technology 
is the major driving force of a successful economy in today’s world. 

Some quotes… 
The best way to forecast the future is to create it yourself. Note:  D. Bradley 
Whatever you can do or dream, begin to do it now. Courage leads to genius, 

strength and magic. Goethe 
In order to become a good flute player, one needs to first learn to play on the 

flute. Aristotle 
Changing yourself.  
The question is: 
• What stops scientists and institutes from following the advice and 

expertise that is given at these conferences that you have had? 
• Is it because they are fearful of change? 
• Is it because Ukraine is inexperienced in taking Statehood 

responsibilities for itself? 
• What is it? Is it possible that many Ukrainians yearn for the “good” 

old days? 
Can Ukraine go back? 
Many Ukrainians believe that Russia may take over Ukraine.  However, I 

assure you, that even if this should happen, the past will NEVER return.  We all 
have to accept this reality. 

The world, including Ukraine and Russia, has changed DRASTICALLY. 



There is no going back. 
What needs to be done? 
• Something must be done… to get Ukraine on the track forward. 
• Ukraine needs to develop a new mind-set that allows for success and 

reduces waste while maximizing energy. 
Stop Wasting Energy 
• When you take responsibility for yourself as a nation you have the 

freedom to imagine any future you desire. 
• This is the ultimate in responsibility, and to achieve success it is 

necessary for the blame game to end.  Blame wastes your energies:  it makes you 
stuck. Blame avoids responsibility because it is our way of assigning the condition 
of our own lives to outside forces, especially past forces. 

Stop the Blame Game 
• The blame game is what we play to keep us feeling good about 

ourselves.  It allows us to justify and defend our present place in life. 
• It is less painful to find someone or something else to blame for what 

we have not yet accomplished in our lives. 
Focus on the future 
It has been said that the reason the windshield of an automobile is larger 

than the rear-view mirror is because you are supposed to spend most of your time 
looking where you are going, rather than where you have been. As in life you look 
toward the future. 

Commit yourself to building a better future 
It’s time to face reality. No country has had an easy time of it.  No country 

has an easy time of it even now – look at the US today, look at other countries 
today. They all have to deal with the here and now regardless of their past 
suffering! 

Each nation, including Ukraine, has to deal with this reality: In innovation… 
There is no room for self-pity. 
Live with the fear, and do it anyway 
• Learn to enjoy the fears and the risks of moving forward. 
• For a country to succeed maintaining the status quo is not an option. 
• If you are not moving forward you are falling behind. 
A quote from Mario Andretti, the famous auto racer in the US: If everything 

seems under control, you’re just not going fast enough. 
What will you decide to do next? Successful living is all about what you 

actually decide to DO next. It’s not enough to plan or to think, you have to DO 
something next. Your “next” is your future. 

Take charge of your Destiny. 
• In order to take responsibility for your destiny you must recognize that 

the solutions to national and personal problems are on the inside.   
• Yes, you will need lots of help and guidance, but no other example 

can be the exact solution to what you need. 
• In order to take charge you need to stop looking for solutions out there 

somewhere.   



• You must become your own solution.   
Act! 
Choose wisely. A successful country is one that makes a series of successful 

choices, not explanations. The choice is yours to make. Choose wisely! 
The following are suggestions based on my experiences here in Ukraine… 
Working in Ukraine is filled with obstacles – for scientists, for institutes & 

universities, for businesses, for investors. Given all the barriers and obstacles that 
you have created, for yourselves and the outside world, in order to do business 
here, it is remarkable that you have done as well as you have. 

Listen. Listen. To your scientists, to your universities, to your institutes, to 
businesses, both Ukrainian and western, to investors … in order to make a 
difference – for yourselves. 

Four Pillars. For Ukrainian Science: 
• Scientific distinction of institutes, universities and research labs; 
• Translating science into excellent products; 
• Commercial realization of innovations; 
• Creating high-tech jobs for the Ukrainian people. 
Here are 4 specific actions you can take now to promote Tech Transfer in 

Ukraine  
1. Prioritize the funding of projects by the Ukrainian budget on the basis 

of their societal value and on the basis of how many high-tech jobs they can create 
in Ukraine. 

2. Give universities and institutes, through their own Tech Transfer 
Offices, the responsibility and the ability to commercialize their technologies, and 
allow them to profit from these activities and share their profits with scientists.  

3. Allow universities and institutes to create spin-off companies based on 
their technologies which were financed by Ukrainian budget. 

4. Have Ministry of Education & Science and the National Academy of 
Sciences support International patenting.  In general, Ukrainian patents should not 
be encouraged unless there is a corresponding international patent planned. 

It’s Time for Ukrainian Technologies to be in the Global Marketplace 
Let’s All Work Together Towards a Knowledge Economy for Ukraine 

through International Partnering 
I believe that a better future for Ukraine is possible, and you can get there 

from here! 
I have a simple request… 
Tonight, when you’re sleeping, I want you to dream about 10 new high tech 

jobs that you personally can help create in the next month. This will be an action 
that each of you can take to help Ukraine move forward… 

If not now, when? 
If not you, who? 


